OO — 


— —ũ—ä—— w— — 


—— 
« 
4 — 
9 - * 
f { 
oy 
* 
* 
— 
— * 
* * mn. 
of 
«\ 
* 
* * © — at 
. 
\ * - * 
Lo * o . 
* - * ' m. 
— 
"> . 
* %, 
: 
A, 
W > - 
* 
* 
933 0 0 A — — - « + 
. 
% 
F EI - » * 
4a 
* 
LS, — * * * 5 * 
— 93 , © 5 * * A þ 1 1 4 2 - $ 
yu - * * 1 Kg 
— * — 
he * . * = * — 
® of — < — * . » . þ. * » 
— — _y 
. 4 
om s 4 — E _ "IE — * —_ 


TASATy ©7707. © 
$1 2 * | ke 


: 
4 k, # > * — 1 


1 | 
10 + EIS -< | 


= * — Hs — 


® 


"5 


The Cauſes of the Decay of Pref 
_ in Scotland, accom- 
modated to the Capacity of the 
Clergy of that Perfwafian : 
In Anſwer to a Letter. from 
one in "OP FRO 5 
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= 
x # 
- - 


'. Rev. 85 : 

- Received your melancholl ly Leterghrs 

| in ye are pleaſed to tell me in a 

| moving manner, that your comely = 
- is in the utmoſt danger; indeed Sir, I 
have thought ſo of a long time, and 1 
ume up 


ration, the Patronages, and the other r 
_ I find have determin 'd you. 


pro- 
a far better grounds than the Tolle» 
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and time had fo hard'ned' the Cement of it, 
that Sixty Old Men were an unequal Match 
for ſuch an Enterprize, and yet rb more were 
employed in thatzgreat Work: This was the 
3 iginal Error, and ever ſince we have been 
daubi with untem red Mortar : But to 
2 make all this plain, the grounds which de- 
4 termine me to think yourChurch ine finking 
q State come from theſe ſourcess. 
1. Your Clergy are for the moſt part made 
: up of the meaneſt of the People, as if Jero- 
| Þoam had been your Maſter- builder; they 
ge a ft of Men of a ſcanty Education, of 
| noLetters,and leſs Manners, peeviſh and-pamnd 
!  WSeyond meaſure, without any Fond to beaf it 
out; and however pleaſing this has heen to | 
ſome of the Mob, to fee theſe of their own | - 
Body rais'd up to be their Spiritual Guides,, 
hoping ſome day or other to be advanced inn 
their turns: Vet it has bro you into no- 
ſmall Contempt with the No 1 and Gen- 
try, who are generally Men of Spirit and 
Parts, and cannot bear your Ignorance clogg d 
with ſuch a heavy load of and ill 
manners: What a falſe ſtep was it upon your 
firſt Hſtabliſhment, to neglect all means of 
Accommodation with the Clergy of the for- 
mor Eſtabliſhment, who Whatever elſe ye are | 
pleaſed to ſay of them were Men of Learn 
ug and good Manners; ſome whereof might 
aa ve been brought over upon moderate terms. 
But alas, in place of. thoſe ye aſſumed, Fa- 
4 ——ů all 
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the other Trades of the Nation, if they could 

but bring long with them Credentials of 

their Ted Ir Presbytery, 'whatever might 
r 


Quiet f them, the Pulpit was forthwith 
open to him, he had paſſed his Tryals with 


Confeſſor: Thus we began, nor have we 


EEE. LR 


time of it. 1 have handled this Point "the 


take their riſe; ye might have found others 


the former, Was your conſtant taking part i 
with the Mob, in tt the Diſputes that Hap- 1 
ned betwixt them, and the Nobility andGenety, Þ| 


out B 
3 


be their other incapacities for ſo great a Truſt 
if any had been in a Rebellion or two, or 
if he have been baniſhed the Nation in the 
former Reigns for diſturbing the Peace and 


Approbation; no matter if he wanted Greek 
and Latin theſe Dead Heathen Languages, he 
had born a Teſtimony and was reckoned a 


-n.:nded the matter ever ſince, we receive a 
"Clown with open Arms, but we boggle at a 
Gentleman who falls under the ſuſpicion of 
{ome Knowledge, and good Manners ; and if 
at any time he find an entrance among you 
by the humble Interceſſion of his Friends, 
he is forthwith jealouſed, and has but a ſorry 


mor e roundly, becauſ g S1 look upon it as the 
unhappy Source from which all your Evils 


"I. 


better qualified to lead the Flock; then thoſe 
who had formerly kept the Sheep: - - r 
But 2. Another Infatuation much akin with 


in the: Choice of their Miniſters, as if you 
had relyed upon them for the Security of 
bliſnment; this was to build j 


1 
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= 
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Tion not upon «Bk but on the Sand; in- 
deed your Nobility and Gentry in Scotland 
are the Strength and Sinews of the Nation, 
and have the Commons ſo much under, that 
2 are very light when they are put in the 
Scale with the other; and it argues no ſmall 
Stupidity in you to have blundered in fo 
| qo a caſe, But it will till argue greater 

your N * and Gentry, if ſome time 
or other they 


ake not an effectual courſe to 
convince you of your Error. e 
3. A third Error was your violent and 
ſcandalous Proſecution of the Clergy of the 
former Eftabliſhment ; I ſhall not complain of 
turning them out of their Livings (tho. that 
was noſmall hardſhip) the Security of your 
Government might have made that neceſſary, 
but to throw dirt upon them and blaſt their 
Reputation, was ſuch a bare-fac'd Violation 
of the Rules of Chriſtianity, that ye can ne- 
ver anſwer for it to God nor Man, the chief 
Directors of all the Scandal of that time 
were the E—le of Cr—4, one of the weak- 
eftChriſtians ever Scotlaxa bred, and Mr. Hugh 
Kennedy a Veteran in Wiekedneſs, well ac- 
quainted in all the Scandal that was thrown 
upon the Biſhops in the Year 1638, and ſuch 
a notorious Stiekler in the Days ot K. Charles 
#he Firſt, that he had as a; Reward of his 
exemplary Service more than Thirty/Pieces af 
r Silver, which was given for betraying 
That goed Prince; theſe were the, worthy 
| ye made choice of ne, 
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this great Work, who accordingly- fent our: 
their Emiſaries into all the Quarters of the 
Kingdom, to encourage and invite Perſons of 
all Ranks to bring in Libels againſt their Mi- 
niſters, which was accordingly done; and it 
was look'd upon as very modeſt, if they con- 
tain'd no more than a Breach of all the 
Ten Commandments, when the Miniſters up- 
on a Citation compeared before the Privy 
Council (a Judicatory not tyed down to com- 
mon Rules) the Libel was read, to which the 
Minifter pleaded not guilty and crav'da Tryal, 
but that was far from their meaning, for both 
the Accuſers and Judges knew very well that 
there was little of Truth in them, however ſome 
pretence or other was found to deprive the Mi- 
niſter, the Libels were recorded in the Council- 
Books, and Copies of them ſent tothe reſpectivo 
Presbyteries tocauſe read them from the Pulpit 
to their People; ſo that the Pulpit, which for- 
merly went by theName of the Chair of Veri= 
ty, was now made the common Shore of all the 
Lyes and Scandal of theſe times, and you wha 
t to have been the eAmbaſadors 0 . 


10 fe 


a ſole Commiter, = appointed to e 
the: + Journals-of the ear Wr nd arch | 
8 out ſuch Precedents as coul make or their 

purpoſe in carrying on ſo, good à Work, and. 
* Was a upon, that the Eccleſiaſtieal 
Courts in all their Proceed ings ag againſt the 
Epiſcopal Clergy,ſhould be tyed down to theſe 


few clear following Rules. 1. That no Epi- 


opal Miniſter ſhould know his e Accſer, fo. 
if i it were Os it ould us ung 5 1 


6 1 
. upon Time td Place, when, 
and NES: it Was committed, for that would. 


rove of reat-uſe . to the Panne 
3. 3. 4 Winker m he. be libelled upon cem: 


mon Fame, i. e. if a malicious Fellow ſhould 
invent and ſpread a Scandal upon any 5 
niſter;-a Libel ſhould be raiſe og and 
he obliged to anſwer Jo. it, which if it ſer-. 
ved to no other purpoſe Ji -would have this. 
good effect, it woul re. to defame 1 
Witneſſes ſhould be put to aniwer, Ju 
NY . that is, What know you of ich 
Irs 4175 eyer ke him drunk, di id. 
x: Min hear Mia , £%. and ifa Fellow 
a Witness Was 1 Blockhead, 5 
to 42 ; ome Scandal or ate age BY 
 nilter, > he was diſmiſſed Wit 1. Contempt. 
Theſe. Matters, of Fact. are 10 notorious and 


| 1 n 10 Mat ee en 557 rogk 
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notice of che Tranſa Nin, of theſe' times; that 
Pl make no Proof of what 1 believe wilt 
not be denyed, and PH: venture to ſay, that 
ſuch Rules could never be brought from Pre- 
cedents in any Courts of Juſtice in the Wor! 
except from the green Iabler 1638, or 
Journals of the I2qwifion, that fam'd Tribu- 
nal,. the only pleaſant part of this was, that 
hen the Apoſtles Canon (Receive nat an Ac. 
buſat ion againſt an Elder but befbre tua of 
three Witneſſes) was objected to them, the 
fhort Anfwer was, that fome Rules are 
in Eccleſia eonſtituta, which muſt not be fol- 
lowed in Eccleſia conſtituenda, there is always a 
mighty Power in a Word of Latin, but the 
Misfortune was, that this Rule was kid 
down i Eccleſia conftiraends, for ſo] believe 
the Church was in St. Paul's time, and now! 


9. * 


cially if ye'lf take along with you the wealr 
— dat wore lads wk earth to tu 
them o, fome for reading and recommendi 
the Whole Duty of Man, whick approves” 
|ifa3d, Tome for dancing about ia Bonfire as 
Mr. Heviot ics Dalkeizhytho' the whole To 
knew the Fa& to be falſe, and Mr. Peacoekg” 


Miniſter in the Seutli of Scor/andwas depoſed: 


r e . 


22 
a 


— 
KC 


Tor * 


for not compearing before the Presbytery tha! 
vety Day on which his Wife was buried. 
J. A ihied Beror was your coming tow 
much inte Court Meaſures, and flattering: 


184 


* 4 1 w 
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8. 


hat Miniſter could ſtand his: Ground in a 
Court that proceeded after this manner, eſpe- 


tha 
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8 
Princes in their moſt arbitrary Acts, contra» 
ry to your known Principles and all your 
former Practices, if when ye were at under, 
any Hardſhip fell out, ye went about and 
filled all the Quarters of the Kingdom with 
Complaints, not ſo much as a fellow could 
be hang'd for Murder or Rebellion, if it was 
for the good Old Cauſe, but the People were 
made to know ye were ſorry ſo much 
Chriſtian Blood ſhould be ſpilt, which led 
the People into a Belief that ye were good 
Patriots, and had much at heart the Liberty 
and Property of the Subject. Was it not a 
{ad matter, that Hack/ton of Rat hillet ſhould 
have been hanged, he was a pretty Gentle- 
man, and an excellent Sportiman, and had 
only in Conjunct ion with a dozen of the god- 
Lads of Fife, fairly murdered his eArcybi-+ 
hop the Primate of all Scot land, as he was 
travelling the High Road with up Sun, nor 
was it proved that he had a direct Acceſſion 
to this, all his part was, that being better 
mounted than his Companions, he rode up and 
turn'd the Coach, and ſtopt it till they came 
up and murdered the Archbiſhop; but nothing 
could fave him ! honeſt Man, he fell a Sacrifice 
to the Fury of theſe times. Was it not hard, 
to ſee poor John Broten, an honeſt Fellow, 
and who never miſs'd to come to the Sacra - 
ment, hang'd upon the Branch of a Tree in 
Galloway by Claverbouſe, only becauſe he 
and Ten or Twelve more of the Profeſſors 
had murder'd Mr. William Pearſon Miniſter of. 


Corfairs 


r 


„ 


by 


. 


Irs 
? of. 


it 


$2. 4-4, 
'Corfairn in his own Houſe about Twelve a 
Clock at Night; O but he made a ſweet 
Speech after the Rope was about his Neck, he 
_ much againſt Prelacy and the Family of 
Stewarts; he own'd he had put the Curate of 
Corfairz to Death, and prov'd the lawfulne 
of it from the example of Phineas, and other 
Scripture Paſſages, and having delivered his 
dear Bible to a Friend, he wiſh't he might 
make as good uſe of it as he had done, and 
then look'd Death in the Face without the 
leaſt Sign of Fear, a ſure mark that he died 
ina good Cauſe, and much regretted by. all 
the good People of Galloway. Was it not 2a 
fad Story, that Kid and King (two Godly 
Miniſters) ſhould have been brought to pub- 
lick Shame, only for Preaching ſound Doctrine 
to their Hearers, to wit, that King Charles 
II. was a Tyrant, as his Father had been 
before him; that he had no Title to the 
Crown, becauſe he had broke the Covenant, 
and that it would be good Service done to 
God to Dethrone him: That it was a Duty 
upon every Scots Man to take up Arms 4. 
ainſt him, and kill every Body that oppoſe 
m, that they had no King but King Chriſt, 
under whoſe Banner they fought; theſe are 


the Gentlemen that have the Precedency in 
Pre Books of Martyrology ; and- indeed ye 


ve ſuch a Catalogue :of Martyrs, as is not 


to be met with in any other part of Chri- 


ſtendom. I could never yet hear that ever 


- 


any of them died for any Point: of Faith or; 


” > = 


So oP * 4 
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© xo) 


Dyptics, nor is he lock d upon as a Martyr 
Arms againſt his Prince, or had not murder'd 


one — who bad ſerved the King in 


Ame Station, Civil, Military, or Eccleſiaſtic, 
Vr harboured ſuch who had; however, matters 
commonly go as the World takes them to be; 
you locled upon theſe Executions I have 
mam'd as Hardſhips which gave you great 
*Trouble and Griet :of Mind, and furniſhed 

| with Com 
wer 


plaints againſt the late evil Go- 
nment; but no ſooner.did ye mount the 
Sadle, and got a Prince according to your 
Mind, but —— the Bloody Maſſacre of Glexco 

2 Over in ſilence; nay, defended, be- 
cauſe done by we know. whom, tho? nothing 
like it hat Been done in W of x09 
; 11. before, | 
Se Another Error was ur falling from 
pour firſt Love, and not adhering ſteadily to 
Four National Obligations, and the known 
Rights of your Church, as your Fathers had 


| 1 fed in the former ail 
| Days upon our Sdlemn. Lea League and iCave- 
nant to continue in all its force; ye tamely 
yielded to che paſſing of an A of Faria, 
ment, which rebbd our 


Strength of them lay, cho ye had much more 


| alan eee eee l 


Godlineſs eicher. He has no Place in your 


your Notice, who had not taken up 


done before you; n of Re · 


A 
.< 
{ 
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FI: az 1} 
tain'd in the Bill — —— * W > 
Epiſcopal Party, who even queition your rig 
of ne or any into the Chriſtian Church 
by Baptilm, lay to heart your chr OWing them 
out of it by Excommunicatian, when no Ci⸗- 
vil effect is to follow upon it? No ſurely, 
it will be as little regarded by chem as that 
of the Pope is by any Prateſta nt, nor have ye 
any to blame for this but our ſelves, it 
was your abuſe of this in the Days of the 
Covenant that put the Nation upon theit 
guard againſt you in all time coming. I could 
paſs over all this, becauſe it much depended 
upon the Civil Power, but Lam ſure it will 
never be forgot, that ye ſuſfered the Fun- 
>- | damental Rights of your Church to be inva- 
ded; was not your Aﬀembly (I mention it 
with Horror) diflolued by the Earl of £c+ 
thian the King's Commiſſioner, fize Die, the 
moſt fatal blow ever your Church got, and 
the faint Remonſtrance made at chat time 
againſt it by Creight on the Moderator, was 
ſuch a bare-facid Sham, cht I mention at with 
Indig nation; the Reverenfl Mr. Kyirktaps a- 
Qed a fa irer part, whotald plain, vy ihould 
not #heir :graciaus King have a Phare af chat 
Power which he himſelf had given them, and 
ayidahem to look back a little upon the 
r x689, who it was ahat dad taken abe 
_ Gavernmeat of che, Church cut of the Hands 
. efupwaxds of a Thauſand who: were in poi- 
ſeſſion of it, and put it intoghe Hands! of 
Fi or Sixty; :upananhich Mr. Jus Law: 
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took him up, and made this _ Obſervation (a 
wiſe one it was) that if King W——— gave 
them their Power, it was Eraſtian, to which 
the foreſaid Perſon replyed, that it was no 
more Eraſtian for him to give it, than for them 
to take it, which cut Mas John's Girds, and 
todo King W— juſtice, he knew his Power 
too well not to uſe it, for never any Crown'd 
Head before him took more upon him in 
Church matters than he; if ye queſtion this, 
Hook over Secretary Dalrymple's Letters to the 
General Aſſembly from Flanders, c. It was 
indeed in theſe Days that Eraſtianiſm came 
to its full Settlement in Scotland, and your 
Reproach in this is the greater, that ye had 
been ſtill throwing the Load of this upon the 
Epiſcopal Party; tho ye knew, that when | 
the Teit was impoſed upon them, whereby | 
the Clergy thought there was ſome Invaſion 
made upon the Rights of the Church, they 
made a bold ſtand, and refufed to take it, ti 
the King and his Council made a Declara- 
tion, that nothing of that Nature was inten- 
ded by the Teſt, but that the Church had 
ſtill Right to all that Power Chriſt had left 
her, 1 was practiſed in the firſt three Cen- 
6. Another Error was your leaning too much 
upon the Inclinations of the People on the 
one hand, and the favour of our Courtiers up- 
on the other; neither 22 bog much 
to be relyed upon; as to the People, though 
they might be at that time ſincere, yet they: 


arc 


lth +4 
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cs A 
are ſoon weary of any one way, and are as 
unſtable as the Water; and as for our Mini- 


ters of State, tis plain ye had only a Copy 
ol their Countenance, t 


ey play'd faſt and 
looſe with you, and fo impoſed upon your 
Credulity, as to make you , 115 that the. 
Inclinations of the People was not o y the 
moſt honourable, but the fureſt footing (a 
wiſe Tale indeed.) No Act of Conformity, no 
Sacramental Teſt could ever be obtain'd from 
them, and I fear as Matters ſtand now, ye 
may bid adieu to ſuch Securities as are com- 
mon to all the well eſtabliſhed Churches in' 
Europe, particularly that of your Neighbour - 
Nation, which ye know by your Covenant” 
ye are obliged to reform; I could never yet 
underſtand the Plot your Friends had, in re- 
jecting the Teſt which was propoſed in the 
Union Parliament for your er Security; 
whether this was the product of Knavery, or 
Infatuation, I leave it to the proper judge 
Alas Gentlemen, I am afraid ye have but a 
ſlippery footing when there is no ground left 
you to ſtand upon, but the Inclinations of the 
People, who dazled with the ſeeming Beau- 
ty and Regularity of the Exgliſb Forms that 
are creeping in among you, are daily leav- 
ing you, and if I be right informed, I ſhould 
not wiſh that Matters were juſt now put 


to a Poll, far leſs in time coming, for if the 


Friends of the Church of Exgland conti- 
nue their Encouragement for promoting their 
Service in Scotſ aua, it will (as L am told) o- 


| 814 J 
ver: run your Nation in a ſhort time, and tis 
Epiſcop#t Party, who have gain'd no fmalt 
py png by à Ready and patient Suffering 
Years; will run you uy r Feet ; 
aud fo be plain with yo Fam Opinion ye 
Are ſo far from 
on that's breaking in you, that ye have 
ved the wo! to your on Deſtruckion, by 
froducing a great many rarities into the 
Service of the Church, unknown to all this 
other parts of the Chriſtian World. 

If a Man pray to God when firſt he contigs 
ihto the Charch, that God would call in his 
wandring thoughts, and table him to preſent 
his Soul and Body a living and acceptable Sa- 
crifice' unto hits, you look upon him as Pha- 
rifaical ; if he keep himſelf uncovered all the 
time he is im the Houſe of God, he is taken 
notice of as à diſaffectecd Perſoꝶ dd if a Man 
venture to ſay Amen after Prayer, God fave' 
us, ckat's Super ſtit om with a witneſs ; I ſhould- 
wave all theſe as tolerable Degrees, at leaſt 


T could never yet find o what ails you! 
at this Prayer of our Lord, if either ans 
nde cotfitiraaded in the Goſpels, whien 
wonld willin 


of this ys had the example of any one CNE 
itz the whole world, Popiſh or Froteſtant, & 

could ye plead the Authority of Sur Score NS- 
forers for the neglect of N, ſhould pas 1 


tg 7a flop to "this nundati- 


8 of Reforrnietion, if ye had ftopt here, 


by Have the World believe: * 
your Standard in other Caſes; if for the diſuſs 


over, Bos to ne aggainſt Seriprarty 4 


.theUniverſal Practice of the ChriſtianChurgh, 


nay of thoſe of your on Perſwaſion in your 
Neighbour Nation, in a matter that gives your 


* 

= 
* 
— 


Enemies ſo much Advantage over you, and 
ſo much Offence to the Wiſer among your, 
ſelves; this looks like Infatuation, or a mor- 
tal Diſeaſe either in your Wills or Under- 


ſtandings. 


stic, into-rhe A380 
5 af Be WhO made an 19. K Anitormith, 


I know when your neglect of this is ob- 


_ jected to you, ye fay ye are not againſt the 
Lord's Prayer, i. e. ye are for it, but not for 
faying it, all I ſay to this is, that When a 
Man's Words and conſtant Practice differ, he 
V a Knave one way or other; and becauſe ghe 
former is by ſome look d upon as the leſſer 
fp 60 (who am for giving you all manger 
f a 
nor have I made this cone ſſion without ſuiffi- 
_ cient Authority; when Mr. Chauners (aAMan 
of freer Thoughts than any of his Brethren) 
Was called by.his-Grace-the Duke of oAt hole 
to he his' Miniſter at Dunkel; that Nohle 
Perſon required of him as a Preliminary to 
His Call, that dey 
the Lord's Prayer in the Ghurch, to whis 
Mr. Chalmers gave a hearty and ready m- 
Pliance, hut how ſoon this bold Attempt came 
to: he -noiſed ahrgad, and was notifyed:to the 
Fresbytery, it gave no {mall Offence to he 
Brethpen, 


owance) {hall yield it to he in Words, 


t he ſhould every Lord's Day 


abypte-{uch, a, dangerousln- 
f 3Scokland ; this im- 
r-WaSobraught beforecthe Synod 


and. to 
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Synod uſed to ſay the Lord's Prayer, neither 
ſhould he, and in conformity to thisOrder, he 
was forced to drop it, or it had gone very hard 
with him: But to put this matter beyond 


Diſpute, When Mr. James Stewart was obli- 


ed at his admiſſion to give his aſſent to, and 
ubſcribe this Act of Uniformity, he did it 
with this expreſsReſerve, which he put down 
with his own hand, that this ſhould not tye 
him down from ſaying the Lord's Prayer; 
this was a reſerve of ſuch a dangerous ten- 
dency, that it was again brought before the 
- Synod ; the event of which was, that the ſaid 


Mr. James ſhould be reprimanded, and his 


reſerve expunged the Records; and as I am 


- Inform'd,the Gentleman has turn'd Wiſer ſince, 
than to run his Head a ſecond time againſt 


the Wall. ö 


Tknow the common pretence made uſe of 
- to juſtify the diſuſe of this excellent Prayer 


s, 2 have in former times, i. e. in the 
Days of Epiſcopacy, condemned it as a Form 


of theirs, and made uſe of it as one of thoſe 
- Grounds of ſeparating from them : I look on 
this as a r Defence, nothing can be 
- plainer difcovery of a Man's weakneſs, than 
his obſtinacy in an Error, even when it be- 

to him. However, I know ſome 
among you in the Northern Parts of the Na- 
tion who ſay it, but am unwilling to name 
them, becauſe- they are loo d upon as un- 
Wd — Mn 


. ar — 


e ee e e e , 
none other within the Bounds of the ſa id 


be ready to ſu 
and would ca 
gularities, which could not fail to produce the 
Worſt effects: As for theſe Gentlemen, who 
tell us they ſay it, but in different words, I 
. have very little to do with them, if the words 
be better than what we have, they may go 


LI have here ſet down a Copy of it. 
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ſound in the Faith; and here I muſt own it 
Were a dangerous ſtep to come into a thorow 
Reform in this matter, becauſe of the averſion 


ye have begot in the Peoples minds to this 
Prayer, for ſhould ye now come into it, the 
People by e you in this Error, would 


you in every other thing, 
in queſtion all your other Un- 


on, if they be worſe, it were as good they 
ſhould let them alone. 


But here I take my ſelf in a blunder, by 
dwelling fo long upon a Subject my Country- 
Men are much a Stranger to; I know there 
are a great many, eſpecially in the Weſtera 
Counties, who have not theſe many Years 
paſt, heard or ſeen the Lord's Prayer, and 


therefore that it may not he altogether forgot, 


. | 2 3 1 } ante 
Our Father which art in Heaven, hallowed 
. be thy Name, thy Kjngdan come, thy will be 
: doxe on Earth as it is in Heaven; give us 
this day our daily, Bread, and forgive us our 
treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs 
-: againſt us, and lead us not into temptation, 
ut deliver us from evil; for thine. is the 


. 
Ky 
* , 


S and ever, Amen. en 


ngdom, the Power and the Glory, for euer 
C - PORE OTE? YL ES T " 


5 
* This i a genuine Copy dilig — ook 
red with this Original, * one 2 ehink 
there were no great harm in ſay ing it; I have 
heard indeed a great many Obſections againſt 
it, but never any to the . except two 
which were made by Miniſter of 
Govat near Glaſgow. 1. I I's too ſhort. 2.There 
is not a word of Chriſt in it, and it's odd to 
w# a Prayer that wants that, both theſe Obs + 
ions are true, and conſequently unanſwer- 
able; ſome will think I had better have let 
them alone than to come off ſo poorly, but 
this is ſo much the Cuſtom of thoſe have 
to do with, that I am poſitive they can make 
BO advantage of it. 
Another Rarity much of the ſame Nature 
s is, your laying aſide publick Prayers, Morn- 
ing and Evening, in theſe Towns where they 
eonftantly were uſed; while Epiſcopacy fub- 
Ffifted and the reading of the Word of God 
ublickly in Churches; one would think your 
Church might have deen pure enough, and 
yer have pteſerved theſe Relicks 
_pacy. Good God! into what Abſurdities, I 
may ſay Abominations will the Spirit of 
Fe Lem and Party hurry Men? To omit Pu 
ck Prayer Morning and Evening, and the 
readin - the Word of God in Churches, 
becauſe done by the E piſco 2 Party, was go- 
118 £06 near to 8 ink ye might have 
ra it very well kin the leaſt alt blermiſh 
ww your Conſtitution, indeed ſuch open and 
* Blunders cannot eee ſhort 7 
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PB piſco- 
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the large 


retences ye make to be more God- 
ly than others, when by a Spirit of Oppoſiti- 
on Men ſee, ye have laid aſide ſuch rational 
and ſtated helps both to your Edification and 
Devotion. N eee 1 

As ye have introduced theſe Rarities into 
the Service and Worſhip of the Church, ſo 
have ye not been wanting to commit the like 
Errors in the Diſcipline, ye have given up 4 
great deal of that Power to the Laity, which 
of right ſhould belong to the Clergy; I need 
not tell you that ye have ever lookt upon 
the Presbytery, as the radical Judicatory of 
your Church, and in this ye are in the right, 
there are ſome Texts in the Epiſtles of Hu 
that look that way, all your other Judicato. 
ries, ſuch as Synods, Aſſemblies, and Com- 
miſſions of the Kirk, being at beſt but mere 
Human Contrivances, both in their Conſtitu- 
tion and Forms. But how comes it about that 
this your radical Judicatory ſhould be made 


up of as many Laicks as Clergy-men; nay, 
that the Laicks ſhould have it in their Power 
to determine every Vote, ye know by Immd- 
motial Cuſtom (there ſeems to be no Goſpol 
Rule in the caſe) a Miniſter muſt always he 
e is 1 to Vote, but 
. when an equality ns, which is 

. lay of 8 —— — — 
Ae bus w 
_think this Judicatory looked more like one of 
Chriſt's Inſtitution, in the Days of Epiſcopa- 
cy, when no Lie was allowed to give hi 
1 N 


rare ; 


their (ide; I ſhall ever 


” „ 


great Subject upon 


( i; 

Suffrage in it, than it does now, and it would 
give me no ſmall ſatisfaction to tell me how 
ye have found out from the Word of God, 
which you ſay is your ſole Guide, that there 
ſhould be as many Laics as Church- men in 
that Iudicatory, I take this to be no ſmall 
Blemiſh in the Church of England, and it is 
no leſs in yours: Was the Power Chriſt left 
his Apoſtles to be parcelled out to Laies, 
IL ſhall ever think it as incongruous for a Laic 
to ſit in: a Church Iudicatory, as ye have ever 
owned it to be for you to ſit in a Civil 
One. . a ln | 
Another evil is the looſe way ye have got 8 
In handling your Preaching and your Prayers, 
Farce a Day paſſes over but your Sermon af- | 4 
Fords your Hearers Tome Jeſt or other, who | h 
tells the Note about, and gives Diverſion to | 4 
the Neighbourhood, it would try a very ſe- 
-rious mind to ſee a grave Divine mount the 
Pulpit, and there find out that Us where Job 
lived was Geneva, and that the Chaldeans who | 7, 
carryed off the good Mans Camels, and/killd | fe 


his Servants were the French Dragoons; tis 


common with your Young Men to try their it} 
Hand with a few of the darkeſt Texts they | 
can find out, they?ll - give a turn or two to 
the Wheels in Ezekie/, they are for opening 
- the Seals, ſounding the Trumpet, and pour- 

ing out the Vials of the Revelation; but their | 
-which' they like to cant 
is the Spouſe in the Canticles, as beſt- ſuited | 
- to their Tears, and give room to their You 21 D 


OT Ot i} dens u | 
ful Tmaginations ; and after he has toped all 
theſe Mountains, he flies high upon Unions 
and Communions, Covenant Relations and En- 
gements, and if at any time he ſtoops lower 
E talks a little of Decrees, effectual Calling, 
and the Doctrine of Aſſuranſe. F 
When the Divine comes to more advanced 
Years, and has got a ſmall Stock of Experi- 
ence, then he entertains his Hearers with ſome 
Political Prelections, he takes for his Subject 
ſome Paſſage of the Old Teſtament, where 
mention is made of a bad King or Queen, 
which he finds to be the preſent, or a Story 
of a bad Prophet, and that's a Scots Prelate, 
a Limb of the great Antichriſt ; perhaps in 
the Evening of his Days, when his Spirits 
have fallen low, he'll deſcend to a Parable of 
the Goſpel, or read you a Lecture of Saving 
Faith, which works by way of Inſtrument, it 
would ſpoil all to ſpeak of it as a condition: 
But a Man may ride many Miles in . Scot- 
land, and they are none of the ſhorteſt, be- 
fore he find a Divine recommending any mo- 
ral Duty, or decrying Rebellion and Lying 
the ſcandal and predominant Sins of your Par- 
ty; ye reſt upon Pauls Faith, and forget al- 
together James's Works, indeed when a Man 
comes up here, he breaths a quite different Air, 
with what Art and Advantage may he hear 
the Exgliſ Clergy combate Vice, and ſet off 
the Virtues in all their Beauties; it was with 
no ſmall Mortification that I heard a Scot s 
Nobleman whohad been always of your Com- 
MID | 
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munion, and had never ſtray'd to ſeparate 
Meetings, ſay, that he never heard Preaching 
till he came to England; however, I would 
not be ſo underſtood, as if there were no 
Exceptions from this Charge, I know there 
are ſome among you who go otherways to 
work, whom a Man may hear without being 
-much the worſe. | | 2 
I ſhould think the leſs of all this, if ye 
would take but a little more care -of your 
Praiſes and Prayers, ye pick out ſuch parts 
of the Pſalms of David, as in a literal ſenſe 
in which ye mean them) do not ſeem ſo well 
% agree with the Goſpel ftate, I like 
mot to be always curſing theſe in my Praiſes 
whom yet I ſhould forthwith pray for, if I 
follow the Inſtruction of our Saviour. Ye of- 
Fer up no Praiſes to God, but ſuch wherein a 
: Jew will joyn, all the Hymns in the Goſpels | 
:are exploded your Worſhip, and the Gi 
Patri is no more to be heard in your Religious 
-Alembli es. | 
.: And then as to your Prayers, what wild 
work comes from your Extempore Effuſions ; 
to ye think Mr. Barnet at Falkirk, who 
males one of the beſt Figures among you, was 
IInſpired when lie prayed thus, Lord we hear 
uhat-the"Vyrant of France is dead, hut ue are\ © 
a re 1. but u are ſure his (leg) * 
1 Sunday. Lord aue hear bat en 
utbe Cate s: in thin Co] t cen oe pe 
en Sundby, du wwe are cot Jure of it, dam ne © 
ene | they © play'd at Cards wn; νeͤ= ;| B* 
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Lird be gravi Ned 1 then. o make 
b gra ee unſure of; - except 


; | Doomſdey, for of that Day and Hour knoweth | 
»| zo Max. Indeed ſuch — and undigeſted 
e Stuff is ſo common, that oftentimes it makes 
0 
5 


the ſubject. of a Winter Nights Converſation 
all 0 the Kingdom, but PII wave ſuchi un- 
guarded Expreſſions as continually drop from 
Jou, and turn to theſe ſtated Parts F our 
Prayer, where ye cannot well get over {ome 
Form or other, and thus ye go on; Lord pour 
out thy wrath upon the Nations that kaow not 
thee, bring. down the Great Turk,  vifit "the 
Land of graven Images, burn the Scarlet Whore, 
the Romiſh eAntichriſt, God cu * the Ring 
France, pour ont all the Via 5 e 
> be: e to our A. keep o 
e Popiſd Ceremonies, bol 
eee 1; and thou Lord of 
"Hoſts We the See: of ths Family -of 
Hannover. He has more Logick than I that can 
button theſe two laſt Petitions together: Sueh 
bold ſtrokes and looſeSall ies as theſe are enougii 
15 ; to diſgrace any Church, and theſe are to 2 
A 
rho mam more ey on ument againſt your en. 
re way, than to be met with in all 
the ationale's of the Church of England. 
Again, how much have ye inverted tlie 
very Nature of the Lord's Day, and the great 
ends for which it Was ap 


pointed; many ef 
your ſolemn Faſts which yet alas ate too often 
wy t apart for Strife and Envy, that thereby 

3] Be ay have a. fait ee . the n | 
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of Mo and to tear in diene the Prelates 
theſe Limbsof Antichriſt; 1 ſay many of your 
Fails are appointed on the Lord's Day, which 
ever Was fegarded by rhe Chriſtian Church as 
2 Day of Thankſgiving and Rejoycing. Is not 
the moſt part of your Publick Service ſpent 
in Preaching ; if 2 Man comes before the Text 
is read he comes ſoon enqugh, and how ſoon 
Sermos is over, ye will ſee Troops of Deſex- 
ters breaking out from all the Quarters of the 
Seer as if Prayers and Praiſes wert 
but a by-work no ways eſſential to the Ob- 
ſervation of the Day. With whatIndignation 
have I heard ſome of your conceited 'Tea- 
hers hold forth ſo long in a ſhort. Day, God 
ows, to little purpoſe, till it was Darkand 
then diſmiſs the People without either a Ja 4 
er or a,Rlalm ; how far is your: Worſhip $3 
mqved trom that of the fir and beſt = "af 
the Church; nay, if ye will but look à bout 
Jou ſo far as your Neighbouring/ Church of 
Eaglanes ys will 6nd that the far greateſt part 
cheir Service.is taten up in Prayer, Prat 
ks and reading God's moſt holy Word, Ex- 
.prciles FEY. Proper the Day, aa 
knee, riſtian Congregapion. 
I. have had go ſmall Satisfaction in obſety- N 
q 38S the very Form and Manner in which all 
his is gane a baut; no ſooner does any Mar 
enter the Houle of God, but fotthwrich. he un 
covers himſelf, and continues fo all the time 
\he is there, when he comes to his Seat - he 
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ſtance in his Worſhip — Service he is got! 
about, aſſoon as the Miniſter begins to re; 
the Word of Exhortation, he riſes from his 
Seat, and when he makes the ſolemn Confeſ- 
ſion of his Sins, he does it in the humble 
poſture of kneeling, he repeats the Lord's Pray- 
er along with the Miniſter, and joyns his - 
men to every other Prayer, he ſtands up 
again when he makes the ſolemn Confeſſien 
of his Faith, it puts me out of Countenahee ; 
When I compare this with your ſlovenly 
Behaviour, you ruſh into the Church without 
any ſeeming regard to the Place ye are th, 
ve clap down upon your Breech, in which 
decent Poſture ye continue all the time ye 
ate there, when Prayers or Praiſes beg in, ye 
ift your Hat or Bonnet to one fide of yr 
Head, ſome careleſs People will lay them quite 
aſide; and when Sermon begins ye put them 
on again, and as to the whole of yourClureh 
Service, I may ſay, that if the Purity of a 
Church is to be meaſured by a lazy and eafy 
Service, or the naſtineſs and difotder of the 
Plate ye meet in, ye are the beft Reform d 
Church in tlie wide World, a Man may go 
to Church, ſit down upon his Breech; and 
- mind tiis n Buſinefs without ever tneddling 
with any thing that is tranſacting there. There 
ia ſome thing elfe veryagrecable to ms to meet 
their |Clecgy! in all pſaces in ſueh à grave Ha- 
; a9 ddes:diftinguifh them from the Lay, 
ut is veryhard toknow your Clergy by their 
Habit, exvepr ma they ea always 
88 . a DOME. 
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about them ſame mark that diſtinguiſhes them 
from a Gentleman.  .. „e 

I come next to the Form and Manner where- 
in we manage the two Sacraments, not as mat- 
ters any way neceſſary to a Chriſtian, but of 
indifferent uſe and as occaſion offers, and firſt 
as to Baptiim, it is an eſtabliſhed Rule among 
- you, that this ſhall only be gone about in the 

Church, & at ſuch ſtated times as ye are di- 

rected to meet in that Place; if a Parent miſ- 
led by his miſtaken Notions, go and tell his 
- Miniſter, that his Child cannot live many 
hours, and therefore it would give muchquiet 
to his Mind if his Child were Baptized, he js 
ſent off withDiſgrace and upbraided as Popiſh- 
ly affected, the neceſſity of Baptiſm being the 
- avowed Doctrine of the Romiſh Antichriſt, 
and when at laſt this Sacrament comes to be 
- gone about, Is it to initiate Children into the 
- Chriſtian Faith? No ſuch matter, it is into the 
the Faith of the Kirk of Scotland; the Parent is 
required to bring up his Child according to 
the Poctrine of the two Covenants, the Na- 
tignal and 8olemn League, the ſhorter and lar- 
ger Catechiſms, With Proofs, and the Weſtmin- 
Jer Contefhon, a brief Summary of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, conſiſting only of 170 diſtinct Pro- 
poſitions, hich cannot hut fit eaſily upon the 
mind of a Toung Believer, tis true: ſome hut 


fe in number of the moderate ſort will make 

. overly... mention ef the Creed, and others go 
more at large to all the Doctrines contain'd in 

e New Teſtament, but they wall 
Cd Lad * 8 
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take care not to make an uſe of this, leſt they 
come to be ſuſpected and fall under the diſ- 

pleaſure of the Brotherhood. But to put an 
end to this Head, I know no Church goes by 
the Name of Chriſtian, that has ſo much per- 
verted the ends and purpoſes for which this 
Inſtitution was intended, even thoſe of the Ro- 
miſb Church require nothing in Baptiſm as to 
the Credenda, but a Belief of the 12 Articles 
of the Apaſtles Creed, in which all Chriſtians 
do agree, they have not yet ventured to aflume 
their 12 new Trident ine Articles, and require 
them as neceſſary Conditions to the receiving 
Baptiſm ; they know better things, for this 
were to make Baptiſm the Badge and Livery 
of a Party, not of Chriſtianity, as alas ye dat 
| -ly do, to the Diſgrace and Scandal of your 
holy Profeſſion, by making the Solema League, 
that fatal Inſtrument of Rebellion, which 
turn d every thing 1 Nation upſide down, 
à condition of Baptiſm, Tell it not in Gat h, &c. 
And as to the other Sacrament ofthe Lord's 
Supper ye are as much out of the os ye 
have no ſtated times ſettled by your Church 
for going about this holy Inſtitution ; that is 
left tothe Caprice, or if ye pleaſe the Diſcre- 
tion of every Minifter of a Pariſh, who puts 
over ſome 3 or 4, perhaps 7 or 8 Years before 
-he-adminiſter it; tis true, ſome of you have 
come in of late to give it once in a Lear or 
two, hut how unlike is this to the Practice of 
the firſt and beſt Ages of the Church; if ye 
look over the Acts of the Apoſtles ye Il ſcarce 
112 | ; SL 


Zee 


ever find a Bod 


| y of Chriſtians met together 
for the Worſhip of God, but the breaking of 


Bread is a ſtated part of it, as it was for a few 


ill not do, What 


even in theſe wherein he ſeems to have leſs of 
Reaſon and Authority upon his ſide; read over 


His Inſtitutions upon this Head, and yell find 
his Doctrine altogether inconſiſtent with your 
Practioe. He makes the Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper as ſtated 2 partof the Worſhip of God 


as Prayer and Praiſes are, or if ye pleaſe Preach- 
ing, and expreſly fays, that the cuſtom of giv. 
ing it once a Year, i; Diaboli inventum, theſe 
are his words; but Imuſt fill | in good man- 


ners leave it to your choice whom to follow; 


how often have 1 heard ſome. of our peeviſh 
Div ines reflect upon Eng lana, fur obliging theie 
in Publick Truſt to take this Sacrament 3 times 


à2 Lear; I take this to be no harder terms than 


n 


to oblige = Man to be a Chriſtian, which I 


grant in fuch a looſe Age as this may be lookt 
upon as no ſmall hard ſhip, it were much eaſier 
.indeed to require nothing of a Man but his be- 


ing Proteſtant; fot as Natters go now we fee 


be may be thatand yet ho Chriſtian.; but to 


> 


end this Head, I tell it to the Honour | at the 


Cuureh of Exg land, thar this'Sactanient is of- 
ferecl upon all the great Heſtivals ef the C 


every firſt Sunday of the Month, may, a 


may have it .overy Lord's Day df he piraſes it 
*fovnns thats was gut of the Orion ye _ 
* | TS 
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Was ſpilt in the Street? Was nat your & 
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ged 7ourſelvestoreformbyyoarfolemnELeagye; 
1 have now done with your Church Affair 
I come now to lay before you ſome more of 
your Politicks, which are like to lie heavy up, 
on you and threaten your Ruine; the firſt I 
mention is your fatal misbehaviour ſome 5 or 
6 Years ago, for which I fear the Nation will 
never forgive you I have lately reviewed your 
Management at that time, and all the of 
it is ſuch an arrant ] uggle as very ill became 
your. Character; I could never yet learn by 
your Addreſſes what ſide of the Queſtion ye 
were for, all I could bring from them: was a 
concern about the Security. of | yaur Kirk Go- 
vernment, as if it mattered not what became 
of any thing elſe, eee 
Sir, you may remember that in aur low 
condition, ye charged all the Evils that hefel the 
Nation under Epiſcopacy upon that Goyern- 
ment; and if they come to recriminate as ſome 
day in juſtice they may, ye have a ſad Account 
to make: And tu look nu turther hack than the 
Year 1638, what Evilsbefal the Nation during 
all that time of your Effahliſhment, Whak Ha- 
vock and Deſalat ion in the Field ? what Blood 


Scaffolds 
Aaily reeking with the beſt Blood of the Na- 
tion ? Le run down all before you, and your 
Prince among the reſt, and where did all this 


end ? even in your own-and ' your Countries 


ruin; ye became a Province to our mats power- 


ul Neighhours, tho ye had merited better things 


their Handsjour Afmbliss were fat q, * 


came in 


ing, our Parliaments laid aſide, and we fell 
under that curſe to have Strangers reign over 
us, and thus we continued for many Years to. 
gether, till the Crown and Mitre we had baſe: 
Iy trode under foot were reſtored, which put an 
end to all that Deſolation and Confuſion, which 
lad for the Courſe of 20 Tears brought our Nas 
tion ſo low. Upon a new turn of Affairs ye. 
i ain, but ever ſince I ſpeak it with 
regret, our Nation has ſmarted under the Plague 
of War or Famine; I wiſh this were all; nay, 
wie have now given the finiſhing Stroke, and 
made a ſurrender of the whole. It's far from 
my Intention by all this to throw any.refle> 
tion upon any who may have fallen into Mi- 
ſtakes in this matter, my deſign is rather to ex. 


cuſe them by convincing my Country- men, 


chat an evil Genius, or a Spirit of Infatua- 

tion, has broke in upon our Nation in certain 
periods of time, and that the Foundations of 
'P———y, have always been laid upon the 
Ruins of the Royal Family, upon whoſe 
Welfare all the other Parts of our Ancient 
Conſtitution did depend. F x87 
Lerthe Hiſtory 
got, with what an ill grace can any Scots Man 


ekdch 2 Race of Kings that ao Natidn: 


we have yet heard of can boaſt ofthe like and 
that for noleſs time than the period of 2600 
Tears Scotland has maintain d it's Sovereignty 
and Independency, in of all the At- 


 etacksthat have been made on either; Ve ſtood 

dur ground againſt the great Julius Ceſar o 
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our Former times be for- 
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22 in the Roman Em ire forced to ſecure | 
reat Flt ind ſome after Him, hac 
* he Southern Parts of Brittaig, 
= Walls and Ditelcs, a laſting Monument * 
the Dread and Terror. they had of the N 5 
Valor) and when the Roman Arms began 
fail, and were run down by theſe Sticats 1 


Got hs aud Hanuuli, that ſpread their Arms an 
took Poſleffion-of the belt Parts of Europe, 
the Danera Brandt of them, and at that ritten 
Stout and Warlike! e made a defcent upo 
us, but they miſtook 


rhe Sword who dt Jo tread our IN 


Tombs-of their Princes andLeaders lie {0 thi 
in the Field of Battel, that to'this Pay they = 
Feu de ce People hd dere cn 
ah de 
855 in-che-Southern'part of out Illand, 
the Maſtery there, yet the) ele Never 
do Dok further North, they koe\ 


rot laua better thanto try their Jand a EIN 


bours have ſuffer 
XOX, 7 Meme 


its ground 1 
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tes 1 th haſt defs 0 0 

fal wen es e ihe have' ing? | 
1 e th6k! potente 


beit way, few eſcaped 


4 ho a on 1 With an * far 

Jence and, And then turning their backs 
committed the Care ofherFuneralstotheSqna- 
Hrone, an interprizingGeneration.of-Men,who 
loved to be employed in all extrordigary oc 
fions, and diſtinguiſh themſelves by tying new 
Experiments, and therefore they would notaf- 
ford her a common Wind ing: ſheet, ſuch as had 


been ever uſed in her Family, but they order: 
ed her dead. Cloths to be made of Wollen 3 
5 en; more e Proceedings in this 


(none Sr foot more upon — 
0 5 the Court —＋ (OL call the 

. We of the 1455 Sc an Act of Tranſs 
e which was readily agreed to zen 
e contradicene, except of Latrick and 

/ g to the der of 
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Seffions « Fame. dt Was 
fe made; this a very plain 
: Abjuration 1 5 or I, DOT... 
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KY it rer * miglit 
901 have 3 a and refuſed it, . an 
ye had a Hundamental Article of the rheUnio, 
| toskreen you from any harm, but to divideu 
it, and one half talte it, and the bother refuſe i 
5 — beſt, E 
it, ye ing according to you 
Conſcience, a." Fear 2 57 many VII 60k 1 
wy as Conſtruction upon it: Sure I am 
airs, and the other "Two Scots Di- 
were here, when that Oath was im- 
== 454 not believe that the Abjuration as it 
at that time, and does now, could be ta- 
ken either by them, or their Brethren inScot- 
jand, and therefore they laboured hard to g 
ſome Alterations made in it, and carryed 151 
far, as to get the Houſe of Lords to 2 57 into 
it, but the Commons were reſtive and would 
not yield; forthis reaſon, that the Abjuration 
as it ſtands worded, looſes the Scots Presbyte- 
_- — any Obligation they lie un · 
der from Covenant to reform Eng land ac 
cobding to the Scet7 Model, which 877 they 
cannot att having ſworn they ſhall ſub⸗ 
mit to no King hut he that is of the Commu- 
nion of che Church of England. People, may, 
Tn 94 ind about theſe matters as they pleaſe 
ind out Evaſions and Diſtinctions to uite 
theniſelyes; but the Piles do not ſeem to aud 
at a greater diſtance from one another, thah. 
the Couenant and the v4bjuration : I do not 
| pans Hr eng; w State matters, fo for in, 
E Foil * Dire r 
* ons of. es E 2 «tf 


| 1 7 Reli 18100. 


10 1 55 n and Cam, your Glorious 
FPredeceſſors, would they have yielded _ | 
18 incap cirate any of thei own::Reti 


Entlemen ſay if they. were lifting: 
Keen e Nay reſtled even — rm P 
ve no Men bear Rule over them but ſuch a8 


ſhould take their Covenant? I ſayywhat would. 


theſe Worthies ſay to ſee this ſhamefubretreax 


of their Succeſſors ? But you of: this Genera- 


Bog are much Wiſer — they, and know bets 


things than to think Croat binding 
vpn you Fou. 958 end this Head with an Ob- 
aten which a worthy Gentleman made of 


ik Miniſter, who keep 


fair with all the dif- 


5 1 fur turns that fell Out in his time; he faid- 
Man, and had a go 
never done bim bows 


But the kl and greateſt Misfortune. come 


Miniſter was a good 
= Crence which. fad 


855 yau is tl 2 Peace, Lam nat ſo ma- 
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th: by, cur moſt carne 
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5 . hearted as to 3 with 
9 5 q in ning thanks for it. Non 
1 ve become your Character tobave | 
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that they a Maes th of pies, bus er ce e | 
ANY ill would all this havegone down with | 


ſway t e Scepter over thetnꝰ what d thoſe 


ge this upon you as your - 
R __y our ſeveral: Stations, 
Prayers.to-God,and 


have 8 — 


for * reads your . _ | 
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know that Peace, as it is à Straiger t yo, 
Nature, ſo it has always proved oneofthiwmoſt - 
dangerous Enemies to your Conſtitution, and 
common Prudence will teach every wiſe Man 
to avoid what is hurtful to him. It's true the 
Dutch, your Old and faithful Ally, have come 
I i and left you in the lurch; but had that wiſe 
' | State ſorſeen the hardy Reſol ves of your late 
I Aſſembly, it might have given a new Life and 
Turn to their Affairs; However the Empe» 
ror and another Prince who ſhall be nameleſs, 
ſtill ſtands out, and tho even theſe ſhould come 
in, better, far better periſh by the Sword than 
ſubmir to Peace that has been always treache- 
rous to you; the Houſe of ri 


ia have ever 
had a Pride in being the laſt to come into the 
Peace, but tho they had this Glory at the 
Trevey of Nimeguen, when ye had no being, 
andat 8 made by one who meant 

| m, yet they are like to be out-done 


no 
l this ; the Kirk of Scut land is like to keep 
the Field, and ſtand out to the laſt; what then 
eould the Parliament do lefs;than extendthe 
Mal- Tax beyond the Tue, thereby the bet: 
ter to enable you, the CHaplains of the Princo 


of Peace, to carry on the War with the grüater 
Vigor; it's far from my Intention to quarrel 
the Proceedings ofeither Houſe inithis matter; 
all L inrend is to put my Country- men in mind 
of the Misfortunes have ever befatlenthem un- 
der Fresbytery, hom little Peace they have been 
blefed-with? and that nom when moſt of ths 
Nations in Europe ars to taſte of the ſweetsof 


1 39 _ 


put 122 4 * 3 * 
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| pms Scotland Tibours: under greater Hard: 
1 Thus Gentlemen ye haveabuſedan e 


Conſtitution by your Miſmanagement; were 


v. Mud, Melbi /, or others of your Reforn 
ing up again, they would have no! otfier 


mark left them whereby to know yu, td, 


their Followers, but your Heat and mag oo 
tion, by which ye have dit] ited the far 
teſt part of the Nation; and ye are ſo far from 
being like to recover again, that daily ye fall 
into 1 not ſo much from the 
3 of your Conſtitution,” as from the Miſ- 
viour of theſe who have the Direction of 


if it could be put to the Choice" of the Nati. 
on, whether it ſhould be free of Presbytery 
or "the Mol and Salt Taæ, your Conſtitution 


would run a risk, and be in greater _ 


than any thing has yet befallen it. 
FHBut as I have laid your Faults fairly at your 
Poor, ſo neither will I conceal the good things 
2 echave done our Nation, and 1. Ye have re- 
ifietl our Notions about Civil Government, 
and baniſned theſeſlaviſh Doctrines of Heredr> 
tary right, Paſſive Obedience, and N on reſi⸗ 


gere the Nation; and tho ſome fa 
ines 


far chan ever it did in pen e 
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and Tam much afraid, thatas matters ſtand, 


ſtance, With which the Prelatieal _ 


as theſe were taught. by the Fathers 985 
the / firſt and beſt Ages of the Church, yet ] 
know ytheſe wert but ſimple Men, and noti much 


fam ad for their Know amen 
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Were 


weronever, well an. . tin the late pit: 
veries made by Belarmive, und a few others of. 
the ſhining Lights of his Order, from When! i 
our great \Bucha#an borrowed them to ſee 1 
Turn, and have been ſinoe much improved by 
Lex rex, Jus populi vindicatum, Nopbthati, 1 
Cup of cold Mater, but above all by the Re- 
verend Mr. Sheelds1 in his Hind tet my ul Ori 
inal. 
75 2. Some yo! have laid 3 in pace of 
this a ſolid Principle, that Dominion is ſounded 
in Grace, which were a ſhort and clear Rule, if 
the. ſubjeck of it were not ia its oun nature iu. 
viſible, but as there is nothing ſo clear but | 
be accompanyed with ſome difficulties for 
Queſtion Here will be whether Dominion 
sto evety lan that has Grace, ot ro him 
only who hag che greateſt ſhare of it, if to che 
firſt L know the large claim ye will have; ye 
being — all others in a bad / 
if tos the laſt, I. fear this will raiſe up 4 grea 
mini Freter which are very dangerous 
ima common Wealth, and ought ——— 
anmudh as poſſihle; we ſhall be a happy Beos 
na when: v me do have none of theſe; ui 
whitever bein albchis, it would ſeem 
tel giur che mri Gredit tothe foreſaid 
to ver thatG@h apr fyour Conſeiro 
Faith — ind: that Iuſidelity hw a 
zeaat:in Religion does nob chi 10 the 
rat ions as well as this that call —— 2 a Re. 


giſttaresjiſb ih theierare man 
e don of that Article of your Faith, but 
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Vantion, it were hard to put ſuch, an Affront | 
vppon this Article (Which hes ſtood ſo long in 
Pour Confeſſion of Faith, and was of ſuch uſe 
to you in the Days of the late King James,) 
gs to turn it out altogether, it would do much 
better in my weak Opinion to transfer it to the 
Chapter aboui Reprobation, a ſure mark that ĩta 
out of favour, by which ye'll reap this double. 
advantage, 1. Your, Confeſſion of Faith will be 
as large as it was before, it were a great pity 
7 bn ſhorter, 2. Ve can, if ocenſion offers, 
by an Act ot Tranſportability to its 
emen * all the difficulty is N 
ing once in a damnable State ean be put int 
, but I think nothing of ae 
is a Point about which the Doctors diſſeri 
81 931 eihave aboliſhed Epiſcopacy, whi 
a0 ation (as ſome ſay) that erepti inta 
the Church much about Pauls time, wha tho! 
ho, was an; Apoſtle; yet he was Supernuinerary 
and ona born out at due time, ve knom in his 
daus dhe Myſtery of Iniquity began to wort 
andiin place of this, ye have ſubſtituted neſ 
Sees is as old as any part of lia / N 
ionand if we may give Credit io 8007; 
( tha M. fs of Loma) Y* :48:00166 oft g 
A he proved in ae 
Speech (of which he is great Matias 
— Hand Seth Parliament, and iſofitracipdos 
ee things ye have donecour Nation ſlig 
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is, T hope ng 
theſe two things 


. That, I have all. alo wo oft ſrom any 
Reflections upon your Conſtitation, tho 


take the freedom to tell you, that I would 
think it much more perfect, if ye would pul 

down the Steeples on your Kirks, which cer- 
taioly, were Popiſh Erections. 2. That I have 
ung d as much as poſlible all perſonal Refle> 
Rions, L can never ſee what Advantage your 
Enemies can make, by telling ſuch a Presbyte: 
rian Miniſter is a great Whore-maſter, ſuchgs 
nother a common Lyar, and that the moſt 
Part of them are great Auaves; theſe are high 
. tho they were true, is it not no- 
Forious. that there are Anaves in all the Profeſs 
ns of the World, no Church is free of theſe, 

but it's not the part of one Church. man to, 
publiſh theſe Scandals, and fix them upontheſq, 
of a different Communion; Enever knew anyj 
good come of that, it gives indeed a hand! 
to. the Atheiſt to ſpeak with ,cootempt of Res, 
ligion it ſelf, but theſe, are Blockheads who: 
cangot diſtinguiſh betwixt a Profeſſion and its: 


- = 


Profeſiors, for a Profeſſion may be very good, 4 


and yet t e Profeſſors great Raaves. nol 

Ei endzhis tedious Letter with two or threa - 
rad Advices. 1. Take care, now that the! 
EleQions, are coming pn, to get as many of the: 
mbers olthe en- 
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che next Year, and had all the Trade we want, 
. e i. h. there is only one 
din Mistp nein it t at Lam 72505 as 


tend go (they Ifcarce believe it of ſo wiſe 4 
People) the Engliſ will never be btopght to 
iſe us as a Ap of themfelyes, ſo long as "we 
hive a di rent Eſtablifnment᷑ in Church mat 
pon hf of 1 others — 47550 the Arg 
| mofities, an eep People at the greateſt di- 
ſtance: Tnthis Caſc it is ep part of every good | 
eee 28Ido, that alt Srumbling blocks. 
out ofthe way. Perhaps ſom̃e of my 
2 Reagers do not underſtand whom 
ean by "the" $9uazrove, theſe are a ſet of 
I = ofe minds "Th 52 
emes over 45 1 05 0 
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Wey fora" Nation Rich, Keke 
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whertas amon you they maſt be Mutes, ab n W 
not ſay ſo much as Amen withyur giving See 
all this looks and ſcems to threaten” 
Conſtitution very much; Bur 1 bell ir to your tis 
faction, that great endeavours are uſted here to dif 
courage this Tn ovation oy, ee * 
tion Was made to your Friend 
Aſſiſtanee, he loſt all temper aud ſald ay 945 52 
thing in it but Faction: Tal afraid it may at lat 
de found to be a Facobire, an odibus Name we cla $i 
upon every Perſon and Thing we de not like, th 00 
was a home thruſt, and he has carried the 
fo far; that by his Advice and Example he has kepe kept 
back à great many good Men fron lending th 5 
helping hand, n ſuch a meritorious piece of 
Service done you, that ye ought to write him an 
obliging Letter whereof 1 ſend bees Fartern. 95285 
Feu. amd Loving Brother: 3 
We do (as in duty bound) with e en © of 
our alſection return you thanks for the Teſtim 
ye have born theſe many Years puſt to our 'affi 
Zion. Aſter- ages, it this crockec World laft; 15 
tell it to your gractons Memery, that ye ſpoke a- 
gainſt the Toleration' of the Pretatical Party mong 
us, and the Bill of Patronages whith has much weak- | 
ned the Hands of our Goſpel e but above 
all, bur hearts are inlarged for the ſcaſunable op 
ſition ye made to theſe ene that were cart y= | 
logs on in * for bringing! "among us y; ' 
Engliſh Popi Ceremonies; tr nt that 2 . 
rit of Area is ſent ſorth into dur Land, Hur ch. 
mon Peo rept (in whom was all our e 
led by the dad Example of our Nb, gre rant 
mid Ale that little Book; we Lech uf an it as 
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